Dialects are one of the parallels that have long been established between human language and animal communication. Here we will describe the different forms of "dialects" discovered in animals and discuss some potential functional parallels between human and animal dialects, arguing that in both cases different mechanisms and functions may be at stake where large geographical versus very localized (e.g. social) variations are concerned. Birdsong studies in particular, but also recent studies of mammal vocalizations,
